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Abstract Objective To investigate the expression of serum IL-17 IL-6 and TGF- in chronic hepatitis

C virus infection patients and explore the correlation between IL-17 IL-6 TGF- and clinical characteristic of

hepatitis C patients Methods 54 cases of patients with chronic hepatitis C and 40 healthy volunteers were

enrolled. The expression of IL-17 IL-6 and TGF- in serum were evaluated by ELISA ALT AST ALB and

TBil were determined by ABBOTT AEROSET Ci16200 system HCV-RNA were measured by RT-PCR

respectively. Results Compared with healthy controls the levels of IL-17 IL-6 and TGF- were all increased

significantly in hepatitis C patients serum 0.004 0.018 0.025 .Correlation analysis showed the

elevated IL-17 was related to IL-6 0.664 0.00 and TGF- 0.511 0.00 . IL-6 was also

related to TGF- 0.807 0.00 . Increased IL-17 was associated with ALT AST and HCV-RNA

r=-0.52 0.01; -0.282 0.005 -0.209 0.037 But no obvious correlations between

TGF- and ALT AST or HCV-RNA -0.104 0.424 -0.034 0.871 -0.167 0.74

were observed It is similar to IL-6 and ALT AST or HCV-RNA -0.13 0.951 -0.118
0.576 -0.083 0.694 . Conclusion All the results suggest that Th17 cells participate in the

immunological pathogenesis of chronic hepatitis C.
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