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Forensic Analysis of Deaths Ascribed to Acute Aconitine
Poisoning in Yunnan Province: 4 Cases Report
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[ Abstract] Objective To provide reference for the forensic identification of death cases ascribed to acute
aconitine poisoning through the retrospective analysis of 4 cases. Methods Four death cases of acute aconitine
poisoning were detailed reported, and the reason of poisoning, clinical manifestation, forensic assessment, and
prevention for aconitine poisoning were discussed. Results It was confirmed that the cause of 4 death cases were
acule aconitine poisoning. Conclusion The main reasons of deaths ascribed to acute aconitine poisoning included
drunk home—-brewed aconitine medicated alcohol, took traditional Chinese medicine ( contained aconitine
ingredients) which prescribed by physician, and swallowed the roots of aconitum plants in Yunnan province. The
common mechanism of death included cardiac arrhythmias and conduction block. The procedure of forensic
identification should base on the autopsy examination and combine with the case information, scene investigation,
as well as the laboratory examination.
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